
Selection Criteria Guidance For Website 

Age: 

Where interpreting the age of a candidate you should consider: 

▪ The historic fabric, does this help to suggest a date, through use of period specific features 

such as windows / doors etc. 

▪ Using historic maps, trade directories or other documentary evidence, however if none exist 

then the historic fabric can be analysed to help estimate its age. 

Rarity: 

When interpreting the rarity of a candidate, you should consider: 

▪ The amount of examples of that asset type in the local area  

▪ Whether it is a rare example of a local practice, tradition, method of construction etc  

▪ The rarity of the candidate can also be interpreted through its integrity, if multiple examples 

exist, those that are less unaltered will be rarer than those that have seen change over time 

▪ Is the candidate an example of something that was once prevalent but is now not found 

within the historic environment. 

Architectural & Artistic Interest: 

Architectural Interest applies more to buildings & structures. Artistic Interest applies more to areas 
& landscapes, buildings, ruins & structures and also to the interrelationship between all of these 
asset types. 

When assessing Buildings for their heritage significance through the legibility of its design you could 
consider the following questions: 

▪ What is the pattern of fenestration? Is it original, or has it been altered through movement, 
enlargement, or reduction? 

▪ Are any doors in their original placement, or have they been moved? 
▪ Are the windows and doors original, history or modern replacements? What style and 

materials are these features? 
▪ Is the original construction material visible, if so what is it? If not, what is visible? 
▪ What is the roof covering material? Is this original, historic or modern? 

When assessing Areas & Landscapes for their heritage significance through their design and 
formation you could consider the following questions: 

▪ Are elements of planting readable in the landscape? This could be the pattern of planting 
but also age of planting, in particularly of trees which have greater longevity than seasonal 
planting of flowers. 

▪ Are there notable views and vistas? These may be internal within the landscape but also 
outside of its boundary towards other assets that the landscape may have group value with. 

▪ Are there any notable features such as ponds, lakes, ha-has, mounds, terracing, avenues 
etc? 



Group Value: 

The following points could be considered when assessing a site for Group Value: 

▪ If multiple assets exist, or are there possibly more which are no longer extant? 

▪ You should be able to describe the extent of the grouping – stating whether it is a close, or 

scattered grouping etc. For example farm buildings may be close knit, whereas lodges may 

be some distance from their primary building. 

▪ Do all assets that form part of a group have individual significance, if so, this should be 

briefly outlined if not nominating all assets within the group. 

▪ Does any documentary evidence support or corroborate the group value? i.e. Maps, Estate 

Surveys, Accounts Books etc. 

Archaeological Interest: 

The following questions will help guide your thinking in interrogating and interpreting 

the Archaeological Interest and significance of a heritage asset.  

▪ What is the legibility of any earthworks, cropmarks, settlement patterns or other feature of 

archaeological interest? Has it been disturbed or altered over time? 

▪ What is the likely level of preservation of below ground evidence? 

▪ Is there any archival or documentary evidence to support suppositions about use of the site, 

above ground evidence or potential for buried remains? 

Historic Interest: 

The following points should be considered when assessing a site’s historic interest: 

▪ Is there a relationship with an important figure or event? 

▪ Is there a relationship between the asset and the history and development of the county of 

Lincolnshire, or England? This could relate to culture, politics, agriculture, industry, 

commerce, law & order etc 

Landmark Status:  

The following points should be considered when assessing a site for Landmark Status or Value: 

▪ Does the asset have a strong, positive visual presence within the area?  

▪ Are there notable views of the site, either from far away, or up close? 

▪ Are notable views of the site intended, or unintended? 

Social / Communal Interest: 

The following points should be considered when assessing a site for Social / Communal Interest. 

▪ Does the asset evoke strong feelings in the collective memory? 

▪ Can any communal feeling be defined? Does it relate to the site and its design/ composition, 

or does it related to an association with a person, event etc? 

▪ Is the Social / Communal Interest recent, or has there been communal interest throughout 

the sites history? 

▪ Does the asset contribute to the character of the area, or to local identity? 

 


